JUN 21 2003

Mr. Thomas Frick

Director

Division of Environmental Assessment & Restoration
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Mail Station 3000

2600 Blair Stone Road

Tallahassee, IFlorida 32399-2400

Dear Mr. Frick:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has completed its review of the document titled Nutrient
TMDL for Sanibel Slough (WBIDs' 2092F1 and 2092F2). The Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (FDEP) submitted the Sanibel Slough (TMDLs) and revised Chapter 62-304, Florida
Administrative Code (F.A.C.),” including the numeric nutrient criteria (NNC) for the subject water. in a
letter to the EPA dated March 15, 2018, as a total maximum daily load (TMDL) and as new or revised
water quality standards (WQS) with the necessary supporting documentation and certitication by the
FDEP General Counsel, pursuant to Title 40 of the Code of Fedcral Regulations part 131.

The NNC werce adopted under Chapter 62-304.805(4)-(5) as site-specific numeric interpretations of
paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b). As referenced in paragraph 62-302.531(2)(a), the chlorophyll a. total
nitrogen, and total phosphorus TMDLs for Sanibel Slough would also constitute a site-specific numeric
interpretation of the narrative nutrient criterion set forth in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b), for this water
segment.

The FDEP submitted the Sanibel Slough TMDLs to the EPA for review pursuant to both Clean Water
Act (CWA) sections 303(c) and 303(d) since the TMDL will also act as a Hierarchy | (H1) site-specific
interpretation of the state’s narrative nutrient criterion pursuant to 62-302.531(2)(a)l.a. The EPA
acknowledges that by virtue of establishing the TMDL in chapter 62-304, the FDEP is also establishing
an HI interpretation of the narrative nutrient criteria for this waterbody as new or revised WQS. The
cnclosed, combined WQS and TMDL decision document summarizes the EPA’s review and approval of
the WQS and TMDLs.

' WBID refers to waterbody identification
* Unless otherwise stated, all rulc and subsection citations are to provisions in the Florida Administrative Code.






















































